IN THE CLAIMS: 



1-34. (cancelled) 

35. (currently amended) A prosthetic hearing device comprising: 

a sensor for detecting a speech; 

a speech recognition processor that performs speech recognition on the 
detected speech, wherein the speech recognition processor performs speech 
recognition in view of at least one of a physical state of the user and an operating 
condition of the prosthetic hearing device; 

a speech generator that analyzes results of speech recognition to comprehend a 
semantic meaning in the detected speech and transforms the detected speech into a 
speech having a speech form assistive in understanding the semantic meaning in the 
detected speech; and 

an output device that outputs the generated speech to a user[[i]]. 
a memory that has stor e d a li brary of imag e s comprising sti l l and motion pictur e s, 
symbo l s, charact e rs, not e s, photos, animations, i ll ustrat i ons, vo i c e sp e ctrum patt e rns 
and co l ors, wh e r e in the speech g e nerator s ele cts at l e ast on e i mago assoc i ated w i th 
tho semantic moaning i n tho dotectod sp e ech; and 

a display that displays tho so l octed at least one i mago associated with tho 

s e mantic moaning in tho dotoctod sp o och. 

36. (cancelled) 

37. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the speech 
recognition processor performs at least one of speaker recognition, speaker 
identification and speaker verification, and the speech generator generates the speech 
representing results of the recognition, identification and/or verification. 

38. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the speech 
generator transforms the detected speech in view of at least one of a physical state of 
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the user, an operating condition of the prosthetic hearing device and a purpose for use 
of the device by the user. 

39. (cancelled) 

40. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the speech 
generator transforms the detected speech by adding thereto a modifying language. 

41. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the speech 
generator reproduces a speech previously produced when it determines from the 
results of the speech recognition that it is necessary to reproduce the previously 
produced speech. 

42. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, further comprising 
an input device, wherein the speech generator, when receiving a reproduction 
instruction through the input device from the user, reproduces the speech previously 
produced. 

43. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the speech 
data generator controls an output rate of the speech data. 

44. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the output 
device outputs the speech using sample speech data synthesized by the speech 
generator. 

45. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, further comprising a 
memory that has stored samples of speech data, wherein the output device outputs the 
speech data using sample speech data selected by the speech data generator from the 
memory. 
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46. (cancelled) 



47. (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the speech 
generator generates the speech that summarizes the detected speech. 

48. (cancelled) 

49. (cancelled) 

50. (cancelled) 

51 . (previously presented) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, wherein the sensor 
selectively detects a speech from a specific speech source. 

52-112. (cancelled) 

113. (currently amended) A prosthetic hearing device comprising: 
a sensor for detecting a speech; 

a speech recognition processor that performs speech recognition on the 
detected speech; 

a speech generator that analyzes results of speech recognition to comprehend a 
semantic meaning in the detected speech and transforms the detected speech into a 
speech having a speech form assistive in understanding the semantic meaning in the 
detected speech, wherein the speech generator transforms the detected speech in view 
of at least one of a physical state of the user and an operating condition of the 
prosthetic hearing device; and 

an output device that outputs the generated speech to a user. 
a m e mory that has stor e d a l ibrary of images comprising st i ll and motion pictures, 
symbols, charactors, not o s, photos, animations, i llustrat i ons, voice spectrum patterns 



381862.1 



4 



and co l ors, whoro i n tho spooch generator se l ects at least on e image assoc i ated with 
th e s e mant i c m e an i ng in the d e t e ct e d spe e ch; and 

a disp l ay that d i sp l ays th e s e l e cted at le ast on e i mag e associated with th e 

s e mantic m e an i ng in th e d e tect e d spe e ch. 

1 14. (new) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 35, further comprising a display, 
wherein the speech generator displays on the display an image associated with the 
semantic meaning in the detected speech. 

115. (new) A prosthetic hearing device of claim 1 14, further comprising a memory 
that has stored a library of images comprising still and motion pictures, symbols, 
characters, notes, photos, animations, illustrations, voice spectrum patterns and colors, 
wherein the speech generator selects and displays at least one image associated with 
the semantic meaning in the detected speech. 
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